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optional exception to Plant Breeders’ Rights should be limited to food and feed crops where 
farm-saved seed has been used traditionally and subject to the obligation that farmers provide 
information concerning the use to the breeder and to the payment of an equitable remuneration. 
However, this UPOV Convention has a provision that allows the free use of farm-saved seed of 
a protected variety for non commercial purposes by African subsistence farmers. 
 
AFSTA therefore fully supports farmers’ rights as mentioned in Article 9 of the International 
Treaty for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (IT PGRFA) taking into 
consideration farmers’ contribution to the conservation of genetic resources and to the mutual 
benefits for farmers and breeders by sustainable use of plant genetic resources for further 
breeding while safeguarding the legitimate interest of the breeder. It is very important that 
governments and all seed stakeholders make efforts in Africa to promote the development of 
more improved varieties with a view to addressing the needs of the diversified agro-ecological 
zones of the continent, which is widely ignored by the rest of the world, through effective 
protection of new plant varieties with clear mechanism of royalty collection for the breeders. 
 


